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The employing classes and the political reactionaries of the time
quickly found that this theory of the inevitability of poverty was
entirely agreeable and comforting. Its implications were as butter
and honey in their mouths. They became converted to political
economy in spite of themselves: the doctrine of evolution was
crowned with their approval and commandeered to their service,
Darwin himself had intended the term Survival of the fittest* to
be used in a 'large and metaphorical sense including dependence
of one being on another, and including not only the life of the
individual but success in leaving progeny/l In the Descent of
Man he had indicated that not the fiercest, the physically strongest,
or the most cunning, but those who knew how to combine for
common ends, would better serve the progress of the race. Those
communities which included the greatest number of the most
sympathetic members would flourish best and rear the greatest
number of offspring. It is not unusual in the history of religious
and economic movements, that the disciples are less discreet than
the master. Thus, Huxley maintained that 'the weakest and
stupidest went to the wall, while the toughest and shrewdest, those
who were the best fitted to cope with their circumstances, but not
the best in any other way, survived. Life was a continuous free
fight, and beyond the limited and temporary relations of the family,
the Hobbesian war of each against all was the normal state of
existence/
Belief in the possibility of a continuous and ordered progress
was not easy when the doctrine of the status quo was served by such
heavy battalions, and my political opinions were in consequence
formed slowly and with many misgivings. Herbert Spencer,
whose authority was so weighty and by whom I had been so greatly
influenced, had insisted that it was harmful for the State or munici-
pality to provide free libraries or even health-preserving sanitation,
and Lubbock, to whom I was equally indebted, had gone nearly
as far in the same direction. The neo-Darwinian teaching of the
time was adroitly adopted by the forces of organized selfishness,
which too frequently hid their real motives behind the names of
chambers of commerce and similar beneficent institutions. The
line of least resistance for me would undoubtedly have been not
to kick against the pricks, for only the economically imprudent
challenged the prejudices of the existing order.
My political opinions at this time were those of the Radical
1 Origin of Species, chapter iii.

